MAEAP Technician Resources - An Overview

Most of the information included in this introductory document is intended to help technicians who are new to the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP). Hopefully, more experienced technicians will find it to be a useful reference guide as well. In addition to this introductory document, you will also find a file labeled “Resources” on this flash drive. This file contains a wide assortment of tools, documents, and internet links that other technicians have identified as being very useful. Reading through these documents is a good way to become more familiar with MAEAP and some of the tools that will help you work with the agricultural producers in your area. 
For new technicians just starting with the program, some recommendations on becoming more familiar with MAEAP are listed below:   
· Do not hesitate to contact your neighboring technicians and ask if you can tag along with them on some site visits or verifications. Seeing how another technician works with producers will be the best learning experience of all! 
· Thoroughly review all of the assessment booklets. Learning which questions are repeated in multiple systems, which questions only apply to a specific system, and memorizing some of the basic isolation distances will help when you start working with producers. In the Resources folder on the flash drive under Assessments -> Farmstead (FAS) -> FAS Factsheet you will find a document that explains the reasoning behind why the assessment asks certain questions about the farmstead itself. 
Assessment booklets include:
· Farm*A*Syst
· Crop*A*Syst (for Field and Vegetable Producers)
· Crop*A*Syst (for Nursery Crops and Christmas Tree Producers)
· Fruit*A*Syst (for Orchards and Small Fruit)
· Greenhouse*A*Syst
· Livestock*A*Syst
· Forest, Wetlands & Habitat*A*Syst
· Supplemental Environmental Risk Assessment Information and Tools
· Michigan’s Safe Food Risk Assessment
Not all assessments listed above are applicable to all counties; new technicians who are unsure of which assessments or materials are most relevant to their county are encouraged to call neighboring technicians or their MDARD MAEAP verifier to get recommendations on which systems are most applicable to the area. All technicians should have printed copies of these booklets (excluding the Safe Food Risk Assessment) in the paper-copy notebook you received. Links for where to find electronic versions of each of these is also included in the Resources table below. 
· Review documents and tools available in the Resources section of this flash drive.
· Visit and become familiar with the resources available on the MAEAP technician website and the MAEAP homepage.

· Review technician policy documents. Copies of the “Roles and Responsibilities” and the “MAEAP Confidentiality” policies are available on the flash drive in the Policies and Procedures file. Additional Policies related to work as a MAEAP technician are available on the MAEAP tech website under the Policies and Procedures tab.  
· Review the NRCS fact sheets on some of the most common cost-share practices associated with MAEAP. Copies of these factsheets can be found on the flash drive under NRCS Materials -> NRCS Program Factsheets. 


Special acknowledgement and appreciation go to the following for their combined efforts and commitment to shortening the learning curve for new MAEAP technicians and sharing technician tips and tools among all conservation district technicians:
Jodi DeHate, MAEAP Technician, Missaukee Conservation District, serving Missaukee, Wexford, Kalkaska and Crawford counties
Rachel Koleda, former MAEAP Technician, Ionia Conservation District, serving Ionia and Barry counties
Earl Krom, former MAEAP Technician, Clinton Conservation District, serving Clinton and Gratiot counties















Breaking Down Where to Find MAEAP Resources

	      Resource Name
	Where to Find Electronic Copies
	Where to Find Paper Copies

	Farm*A*Syst

	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Farmstead Resources and on the MAEAP homepage under Farmstead System. This document is updated Annually.
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)


	Crop*A*Syst
(Field Crop and Vegetable Producers) 

Crop*A*Syst
(Nursery Crops and Christmas Tree Producers) 

Fruit*A*Syst (Orchard and Small Fruit)

Greenhouse*A*Syst
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Cropping Resources and on the MAEAP homepage under Cropping System. This document is updated Annually.
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)


	Livestock*A*Syst
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Livestock Resources and on the MAEAP homepage under Livestock System. This document is updated annually.
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)


	Forest, Wetlands & Habitat*A*Syst
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under FWH Resources and on the MAEAP homepage under Forest, Wetlands & Habitat System. This document is updated annually.
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)


	Supplemental Environmental Risk Assessment Information and Tools
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Farmstead Resources (titled FAS 112 Supplemental) and on the MAEAP homepage under Livestock System (in the helpful resources section)
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)


	Michigan’s Safe Food Risk Assessment
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Safe Food Resources. This document is updated annually.
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)


	Right to Farm GAAMPs Booklets
	On the MDARD Michigan Right to Farm webpage. These documents are updated annually. 
	If you do not have paper copies of these assessments available to you or if you need more, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609)




	      Resource Name
	Where to Find Electronic Copies
	Where to Find Paper Copies

	MSUE Bulletin WQ-59:
On-farm Fuel Storage
[image: On%2DFarm%20Fuel%20Storage]
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Farmstead Resources and on the MAEAP homepage under Farmstead System (in the helpful resources section)
	This document is out of date and will no longer be printed. If you have some in the office hold on to them until something more current can be produced.

	MSUE Bulletin E-2342:
Recordkeeping System for Crop Production
(half-page notebook)
[image: Recordkeeping%20System%20for%20Crop%20Production]
	
	Work with your local MSUE office to procure copies. Copies should be available free of charge to technicians through MSUE. You can also request them from Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609) 

	MSUE Bulletin E-2575: Emergency Planning for the Farm
[image: Emergency%20Planning%20for%20the%20Farm]
	On the MAEAP Tech Website under Farmstead Emergency Planning (within the farmstead category) and on the MAEAP homepage under Farmstead System (in the helpful resources section). A Spanish version of this bulletin in also available on the MAEAP Tech Website under the Farmstead Emergency Planning (within the farmstead category). 
	Work with your local MSUE office to procure copies. Copies should be available free of charge to technicians through MSUE. You can also request them from Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609) 











Breaking Down Where to Find Additional MAEAP Tools

	Resource Material
	Who to Contact

	MAEAP Outreach Materials, including:
General Program Brochures
Livestock Brochures
Nursery Brochures
Greenhouse Brochures
Bookmarks 
Logo Stickers (4” x 6”)
Window Clings
Thank You Cards
Balloons 
Verification Request Cards
Promotional DVD
Legislative Incentive/ RUP    
     Postcards
Program Fact Sheets
Small “Why MAEAP” Sign (8.5” x 
     11”)
MAEAP “Environmentally Assured 
      Farm” Stickers 
	These and additional materials are available on the MAEAP Tech Website under Marketing and Outreach.

 If you do not have these outreach tools available to you or if you need more, contact Heather Casteel 
(517-284-5609, CasteelH@michigan.gov)

	MAEAP On-farm Resources, including: 
Red Pesticide Storage Signs 
Fuel Tank Stickers
Emergency Plan Tubes
Biological Waste/Sharps Stickers
Spill Kit Stickers
Emergency Hotline Cards
	If you do not have these resources available to you or if you need more, Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609) 




	MAEAP Technician shirt, jacket and hat 
	Each technician should have one of each of these. If you are a new hire and need to request yours, contact Andrea Andrews (517-284-5609) 

	Well Water Screening Supplies
	Each technician is required to offer a well water screening event once annually to homeowners in their area. Water screening materials that will be required include the nitrate/nitrite test strips, copies of sample information sheets and a results reporting page. Copies of these documents and test strips can be obtained from Bob Pigg (517-284-5611, PiggR@michigan.gov).



	Resource Material
	Who to Contact

	Well Water Sampling Supplies
	Each technician is required to complete annual well water sampling from a list of randomly selected agricultural producers who have pesticide application licenses. To determine if sampling is required and for a list of selected producers, contact Bob Pigg (517-284-5611, PiggR@michigan.gov). Bob can also provide copies of all required paperwork and can help with locating sampling materials. Water sampling materials that should be  available to you include a conductivity meter, water sample bottles, clean hose, wrench, conductivity calibration solution, plastic bags, freezer containers and fine tip permanent markers.     

	Water Sample Bottles
	The local Health Department should be able to provide partial chemistry and E. coli sample bottles to technicians. However, some health departments may request that you order your own bottles. 
Sample bottles can also be requested at no cost from the DEQ Drinking Water Testing Laboratory in Lansing. Requests can be called in to 517-335-8184, faxed to 517-335-8562 or mailed to: Water Sample Unit Orders, Dept. of Environmental Quality, PO Box 30270, Lansing MI 48909. Requisitions for Water Sample Unit forms are available online at the Drinking Water Lab’s website at: http://michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-dwrpd-lab-DW_Fees_242989_7.pdf. 
Some counties also have water testing options available through their local health department, wastewater treatment facilities or private labs.  

	MAEAP Display Boards 
	Contact your MDARD verifier - each verifier has a display to loan. Additionally, two displays are at the MDARD MAEAP office in Lansing. Each display includes multiple display panels (choose the panels that best fit the intended audience – livestock, nursery, greenhouse etc…), the display unit, a MAEAP main sign, and an easel. Display boards should be requested at least a couple weeks ahead of time to ensure adequate travel time is available and that a display board is available for the requested date.  

	Groundwater Flow Model 
	Contact Bob Pigg (517-284-5611, PiggR@michigan.gov) to request the model for an event. 

	Pesticide Container Recycling Bags and Clean Sweep Brochures
	If you do not have these resources available to you or if you need more, contact Abby Eaton (517-284-5612, EatonA@michigan.gov) 

	MAEAP Vinyl Banner (2’ x 7’)
	Each technician should have a vinyl MAEAP banner customized for their conservation district, available in their office. However, there is also a generic one at the MDARD MAEAP office available for loan.
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Breaking Down Who to Call with Specific Questions
	Name
	Type of Question
	Contact Info

	
	
	Phone
	Email

	Abby Eaton
	Clean Sweep questions, Pesticide Container Recycling Program questions and Large Water Use reporting questions. 
	(517) 284-5612
	EatonA@michigan.gov

	Bob Pigg
	Well water screening questions, well water sampling questions, and MAEAP reporting database questions
	(517) 284-5611
	PiggR@michigan.gov

	Mitch Reed
	Engineering questions, especially those related to the evaluation of existing components, well isolation distance, fuel storage and SPCC plans.
	(517) 284-5626
	ReedM6@michigan.gov 

	Andrea Stay
	Training questions and to request phase 1 credit for an event.
	(517) 284-5613
	StayA@michigan.gov

	Olivia Turrubiates
	Right to Farm questions and to request RTF materials.
	(517) 284-5619
	TurrubiatesO@michigan.gov


	MAEAP Secretary
Andrea Andrews
	To request additional assessment booklets and other on-farm resource materials. 
	(517) 284-5609
	AndrewsA6@michigan.gov 

	MAEAP Secretary
Andrea Andrews
	To request additional MAEAP outreach materials and questions on producer call-in status for verifications (they answers the MAEAP main call-in line)
	(517) 284-5609
	
AndrewsA6@michigan.gov 

 

	Joe Kelpinski
	General MAEAP program, policy and specialization questions. 
	(517)284-5608
	KelpinskiJ@michigan.gov


	Regional Coordinator
	Employee development plan questions, annual MAEAP goal questions, grant level questions, and employment questions.
	Map of Regional Coordinator coverage areas available on the MAEAP tech website under Directories

	Verifier
	Producer-specific or farm-specific questions related to MAEAP program, to request additional farm signs and assessment questions. 
	Map of Verifier coverage areas available on the MAEAP tech website under Directories and on the MAEAP homepage under Meet the Verifiers. 


*A complete list of the contact information for all the MDARD Environmental Stewardship Division staff is included in the “Additional Contacts” file in the Resources file.
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