Evolution of US Water Quality Laws 

1899
Rivers and Harbors Act – Outlawed the disposal of waste materials in or on the banks of waterways

1915 
Drinking Water Standards – First regulated standard was Coliform bacteria at 2 coliforms per 100 ML water

1925
Revised Drinking Water Standards – maximum drinking water standards upped to one coliform per 100 ML

1948 & 1956
Federal Water Pollution Control Act & Amendments – established joint federal and state pollution control program development and financial assistance; grants for local sewage treatment 

1965
Water Quality Act – created first water quality standards program

1966
Clean Water Restoration Act – increased Federal involvement, limited to interstate waters

1970
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) formed – charged with implementing environmental pollution control legislation in a coordinated and systematic manner

1972 Clean Water Act – established as an amendment to the Water Pollution Control Act


Objective: “…to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s waters, including inter- and intrastate waters, lakes, rivers, streams, estuaries and coastal waters, and wetland.”

Interim goal: to provide for the “…protection and propagation of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and provide for recreation in and on the water.” 


Shorthand expression: “FISHABLE/SWIMMABLE”


National program established through effluent limitations and permits for discharges of wastes into navigable waters

1977
CWA Amended – allowed toxic pollutants to be addressed by effluent limitations

1987
CWA Amended – added toxic and nonpoint source control provisions and treats federally recognized Indian Tribes as states for certain provisions of the Act.
