
Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) Policy

Subject:


Third Party Verification Through the Michigan Agriculture

Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP)

Effective Date:

October 1, 2012 (Reviewed May 23, 2014)
Purpose:
To provide for uniform implementation, recording and tracking, and verification of assistance in obtaining third party verification through MAEAP

Background
The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) is a voluntary, pro-active program designed to reduce producer’s legal and environmental risks. It teaches effective land stewardship practices that comply with state and federal regulations and shows producers how to find and prevent agricultural pollution risks.  MAEAP was codified into law in 2011.  Being verified as an environmentally assured farm is the third and final phase of MAEAP.  During the on-site verification, MDARD field staff verify the implementation of identified pollution prevention practices and ensure that the producer’s operation is consistent with agricultural and environmental laws and regulations, identified environmental Right to Farm GAAMPs, and other named standards and program requirements at the time of the inspection.  Attendance at a MAEAP approved educational meeting is also required prior to the verification farm visit.

Once a farm is verified, the producer receives a letter of recognition from MDARD, and is eligible to receive and display a yard sign to show farm verification.  With an on-going commitment to use environmentally sound management practices, and to maintain MAEAP verification, producers must request a MDARD visit every three years. 

When a MAEAP Water Stewardship Technician takes the extra step to develop an Improvement Action Plan with detailed information as part of an A*Syst, and follows up with the producer to help implement that plan, MAEAP and the conservation districts goals will be greatly enhanced.  MAEAP Water Stewardship Technicians will have assisted the producer from education to implementation, assuring environmental protection and reducing the producer’s potential liability.

Performance Standards

Each MAEAP Water Stewardship Technician shall complete an Improvement Action Plan as part of each completed A*Syst including an action time line with the producer.  This timeline provides guidance for technician follow up visits. This plan consists of changes necessary for MDARD third party MAEAP Verification.  The plan also contains all relevant information about additional sources of information, potential cost share, and additional contacts. 

After developing the appropriate Improvement Action Plan, the technician is a resource “on call” to the producer, available to help facilitate changes.  The technician includes their name and contact information on the form.  The information and the A*Syst remain on the farm for the producer’s use.

Technical Assistance Awards for MAEAP Grantees

MAEAP verifications and reverifications will count as five risk reductions. .  Verifications must be listed on MDARD’s official Verification List. 
Recording Verification Activities

MAEAP TA Grantees shall use the Verified Farm Information Form to document the following information for each farm that is verified:

· Name, address, and phone number of the farmer reaching Phase III verification;

· Address of the farm that was verified;

· Date of A*Syst completion and number of acres in the CAS and LAS;

· Date of System Verification, and

· Name of the technician that assisted the farmer to reach verification.

Verification Confirmation
The MAEAP will confirm technicians’ records of farmer Verifications by reviewing those records maintained by MAEAP staff at MDARD, based on information supplied by the MDARD MAEAP Verifier.
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